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• New Commission priorities.

• R&I for the Bioeconomy. 

• EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy. 

• The Union of Skills.

• European Life Science Strategy. 

• Bioeconomy education and youth. 



Commission priorities for 2024-2029

A new plan for Europe’s sustainable prosperity 

and competitiveness

A new era for European Defence and Security

Supporting people, strengthening our societies 

and our social model 

Sustaining our quality of life: food security, water 

and nature

Protecting our democracy, upholding our values

A global Europe: Leveraging our power 

and partnerships

Delivering together and preparing our Union for 

the future
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Meet the new Commissioner
• In December 2024, Ekaterina Zaharieva was 

appointed Commissioner for Startups, Research and 
Innovation.

• Priorities:

• Strengthening research ecosystems.

• Unlocking EU innovation. 

• Boosting EU capacity in key technologies

• Building an inclusive Research and Innovation Union

• Delivering an ambitious successor to Horizon Europe

• Strategy for European Life Sciences

• EU Biotech Act. 

• Bioeconomy Strategy. 
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Significant investment in Bioeconomy, incl.
1. Strengthen and scale-up the bio-based sectors, unlock investments and markets;

• Bio-based Industries Joint Undertaking (2014-2020): € 1 billion EU funding + € 2.8 billion private

• Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (2021-2030): € 1 billion EU funding + > € 1.0 billion private

• European Circular Bioeconomy Fund: first private venture capital impact fund (€ 300 million investment)

2. Deploy local bioeconomies rapidly across Europe;

• European Bioeconomy Policy Forum: platform for MS to exchange & discuss best practice / bioeconomy

policies:
• 11 MS with national bioeconomy strategies + 7 MS with dedicated strategies under development;

• 28 regions with dedicated bioeconomy strategies

• Stakeholder engagement: Bioeconomy Youth Ambassadors – “Bioeconomy Youth Vision”

• International engagement: International Bioeconomy Forum, Global Bioeconomy Summit, G20 Bioeconomy

Initiative

3. Understand the ecological boundaries of the bioeconomy

• JRC – Knowledge Centre on Bioeconomy, Bioeconomy Monitoring System, project on Integrated Bioeconomy

Land Use Assessment.

• Horizon Europe Cluster 6 “Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment” (c. € 9 billion

2021-2027)

https://youth.europa.eu/get-involved/sustainable-development/whats-youth-vision-bioeconomy_en
https://youth.europa.eu/get-involved/sustainable-development/whats-youth-vision-bioeconomy_en
https://youth.europa.eu/get-involved/sustainable-development/whats-youth-vision-bioeconomy_en


2014-2020

2021-2031

CBE Joint 
Undertaking:
€2 billion 
partnership 
– European Union
- Bio-based 
Industries 
Consortium (BIC)

Bio-based Industries  
Joint Undertaking:
- € 1 billion funding
- € 2.8 billion private 
contribution

CBE JU flagship projects
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A Finnish company that develops 

sustainable packaging materials as 

alternatives to plastic, using 

renewable and recyclable wood-

based fibers. 

A Bulgarian startup growing Black 

Soldier Fly to produce protein, oil 

and fertilizer for the feed and 

agriculture industries. 

A German biotech company using 

fermentation and fungi to create 

the next generation of sustainable 

alternative proteins.

Bioeconomy is a hotspot for innovation
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A Dutch dairy farmer (Marije Van 

Velthoven) diversifying in insect 

production for bird, fish or reptile 

feed. 

Bioeconomy is a hotspot for innovation

Farm 
‘t Worteleindje

A Finnish company offering an 

ecological alternative to ceramic 

bathroom products. Manufactures 

washbasins, toilets, tiles, etc. 

from an innovative wood 

composite material that reduces 

CO2 footprint by 99%

A Norwegian company working on 

algae derived products. Building 

multifunctional biorefinery for the 

sustainable production of bio and 

pharma ingredients. 



New wood exhibition



EU Startup and 
Scaleup Strategy



Key challenges

Simplified illustration of the startup double valley of death



Key challenges

➢ Regulatory and bureaucratic burdens and fragmentation

➢ Access to finance

➢ Access to markets

➢ Access to talent

➢ Access to infrastructure, networks and services



Building Blocks of the Strategy

• The Strategy is structured according to different needs that an innovative company may 
face through its lifecycle:

• Innovation-friendly regulation

• Better finance

• Fast market uptake and expansion

• Support for the best talent

• Access to infrastructure, networks and services

• Plus: a section dedicated to measuring progress for reaching the Strategy’s aims



Support for the best talent in Europe
Actions:

• Blue Carpet Initiative (2025-2026)

• Entrepreneurial education and upskilling 

• Blueprint for an academic career development framework

• Best practices concerning the treatment of Employee Stock Options for startups, incl. legislative 
measures to harmonise certain aspects of their treatment

• Recommendation to eliminate tax obstacles for remote cross-border employees for startups and scaleups

• EU Visa Strategy

• Pilot of Multipurpose Legal Gateway Offices

• Roll-out of targeted information activities promoting the EU Blue Card Directive

• Encourage Member States to put in place fast-track schemes for founder residence and work permits

• Simplify and reinforce existing EURAXESS services for innovators

• Fair Labour Mobility Package (2026)

*The actions are presented in the same order as in the Strategy



The Union of Skills

March 2025  |  #UnionOfSkills 



In a Union of Skills
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Everyone in Europe is 
empowered to 
develop skills

Competitive 
companies can find 

people with the right 
skills 

Skills and 
qualifications are 

transparent, trusted 
and recognised



Union of Skills
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Build skills

for quality 
lives and jobs

Upskill and 
reskills

for the digital & 
green transition

Circulate skills

across the EU for 
competitiveness

Attract, develop 
and retain talent

for Europe’s 
future



Governance
Towards a dedicated EU 27 Recommendation on human capital: education and
skills in the European Semester

A European Skills Intelligence Observatory: providing the necessary data for well-
informed policy
It will provide strategic data and foresight regarding skills needs in concrete sectors
and regions, and the performance of education and training systems.

A European Skills High Level Board: driving the change
Bringing together key stakeholders to provide comprehensive, cross-sectoral insights
and guidance on skills to EU policy makers.



• The strategy will identify key challenges 
and opportunities to accelerate life 
sciences innovation and drive 
breakthroughs in the healthcare, food 
and green sectors.





European bioeconomy 
policy development

Communication on Bioeconomy

Review of Bioeconomy Strategy

Updated Bioeconomy Strategy
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approach



Study focus & specific objectives
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Specific objectives of the study

1. Provide overview of current training and education availabilities at
different levels concerned by the study.

2. Provide overview of current and future (2030+2050) needs for  
professional profiles and skills, setting out unmet training and educational  
needs.

3. Support the relevant upgrade, adaptation and development of  
bioeconomy-related training and education to meet future workforce  
needs for the deployment of a sustainable and circular bioeconomy by  
developing and considering relevant elements (e.g. modules, curricula,  
methods and tools but also by looking at the relevant context and  
structures).

4. Improve collaboration between educational institutions and industry,  
and improve transfer of science, technology and innovation  
knowledge and skills in the bioeconomy.

Study focus

Higher education

Vocational education & training (VET)

Entrepreneurship training

The study focuses on 10 Member States (BE, BG, EE, FI, DE, IT, LV, NL, SK and ES) 



Study deliverables

1. Factsheet on Higher education

2. Factsheet on Vocational education and 

training

3. Factsheet on Entrepreneurship education

4. Policy brief on “Promoting education, 

training and skills across the bioeconomy”

5. Final report of the study on “Promoting 

education, training and skills across the 

bioeconomy”

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1Ne8OlbgAyZTLDfIWqIrP99veoE4z5IO53MNJy4YU_GeCl-1jTbWv3JfDWDQPthhRLeOQgcCFdRukR2BSblGaXNUDviY15ZeNulpx2P4tRGorTZYL9XtIVZet43YN8QIJSSE5GIz2M7DlgpcmSxkGRzjanUJXtkEuiSJ00KHb9BuUVcB8qgHbMDQMnZcVbgxEASxDLcZlrw41mZaUBmtucdF-v7TPihIK1gMf_Vn6k2ln4SuMcRTTzUU_n-vkZLIBJo4D0rXTf0xWCGcdEORpeVRNto-TZFSCLjjt-ACm-3OExg3hrRozHW-kNuKELm96/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2F82c681fc-2fef-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2tNctZF8A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1Ne8OlbgAyZTLDfIWqIrP99veoE4z5IO53MNJy4YU_GeCl-1jTbWv3JfDWDQPthhRLeOQgcCFdRukR2BSblGaXNUDviY15ZeNulpx2P4tRGorTZYL9XtIVZet43YN8QIJSSE5GIz2M7DlgpcmSxkGRzjanUJXtkEuiSJ00KHb9BuUVcB8qgHbMDQMnZcVbgxEASxDLcZlrw41mZaUBmtucdF-v7TPihIK1gMf_Vn6k2ln4SuMcRTTzUU_n-vkZLIBJo4D0rXTf0xWCGcdEORpeVRNto-TZFSCLjjt-ACm-3OExg3hrRozHW-kNuKELm96/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2F82c681fc-2fef-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2tNctZF8A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1t00YJhR83bhrg_Xqm4nw8HY_7SpsoUordrDJpDju6M8K5PPqyA9LuZvKtlJU_rikBAAkQJekBVNw_4SqDyiWbY8Ko7hyk_7M8MO2zIUVd9Mrv4QJFubRnOrqQpGuY-keHx_5SuzFS2XcfdAR7hTRF_xrQSN_UEaqGb6JNJlp6IEhP9xgcIqfSaIjs5lrhl1CZYMiP59hS_1W5Vw7S1ZuySkl9OiFT-CNCCgenoEd3dbKyx6GxbO3UclEqsgdsMG-dsMCH54dFngI9wTvnB316md07G9o9PA5vw8slPvxy9QF5tF86CzHZKm75XlYWeLJ/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2F8898756d-2ff1-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2vzcetC1g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1t00YJhR83bhrg_Xqm4nw8HY_7SpsoUordrDJpDju6M8K5PPqyA9LuZvKtlJU_rikBAAkQJekBVNw_4SqDyiWbY8Ko7hyk_7M8MO2zIUVd9Mrv4QJFubRnOrqQpGuY-keHx_5SuzFS2XcfdAR7hTRF_xrQSN_UEaqGb6JNJlp6IEhP9xgcIqfSaIjs5lrhl1CZYMiP59hS_1W5Vw7S1ZuySkl9OiFT-CNCCgenoEd3dbKyx6GxbO3UclEqsgdsMG-dsMCH54dFngI9wTvnB316md07G9o9PA5vw8slPvxy9QF5tF86CzHZKm75XlYWeLJ/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2F8898756d-2ff1-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2vzcetC1g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1t00YJhR83bhrg_Xqm4nw8HY_7SpsoUordrDJpDju6M8K5PPqyA9LuZvKtlJU_rikBAAkQJekBVNw_4SqDyiWbY8Ko7hyk_7M8MO2zIUVd9Mrv4QJFubRnOrqQpGuY-keHx_5SuzFS2XcfdAR7hTRF_xrQSN_UEaqGb6JNJlp6IEhP9xgcIqfSaIjs5lrhl1CZYMiP59hS_1W5Vw7S1ZuySkl9OiFT-CNCCgenoEd3dbKyx6GxbO3UclEqsgdsMG-dsMCH54dFngI9wTvnB316md07G9o9PA5vw8slPvxy9QF5tF86CzHZKm75XlYWeLJ/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2F8898756d-2ff1-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2vzcetC1g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1_OnbhoqS3FOBTiTLTZ_IbKQfZ_Ie8R_278BJQpgyFs2-jtKtDwEuqaOxXhl27fEeHFgAucbvBVsQwpUjybUHueFeta2tm7Kpet_VMQVbZtQgoBG7QKECRlDMVsxe4uuY-uOF-awQAbgiTjeUBGXBp5R7MsLLSJuhW3CT7rr8sHcZlJJlk4IFXrG2CI3hNp-1-sHDzXm4Y6J93vz-oReJT84bYMJpuWbcGQSoUz-QE0YaSxu1zUCiDg3TruTrWvFV8QScQjYyswAywyUbgKAkBEZwLgulaDoRQub0-kD_BrgPMt4LZIsRekzEqXInDeNw/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2Fe98d595a-2fee-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2uSvkHiFw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1_OnbhoqS3FOBTiTLTZ_IbKQfZ_Ie8R_278BJQpgyFs2-jtKtDwEuqaOxXhl27fEeHFgAucbvBVsQwpUjybUHueFeta2tm7Kpet_VMQVbZtQgoBG7QKECRlDMVsxe4uuY-uOF-awQAbgiTjeUBGXBp5R7MsLLSJuhW3CT7rr8sHcZlJJlk4IFXrG2CI3hNp-1-sHDzXm4Y6J93vz-oReJT84bYMJpuWbcGQSoUz-QE0YaSxu1zUCiDg3TruTrWvFV8QScQjYyswAywyUbgKAkBEZwLgulaDoRQub0-kD_BrgPMt4LZIsRekzEqXInDeNw/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2Fe98d595a-2fee-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2uSvkHiFw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1anuumO0kWAk-0GI0W3fCWJr_KQpqnh7MHQDXPpbBSg6aySB3csV_phj3QS1TWnljztywYHfmAR4DY44SvxsMa4p3fygisEcwL3yvp58w_YNB7rMCXwL9RTaorAdFVedP-muJ8hVwiixDnjgaD-xiaBVgqoltVoFTqqHpuQ7jBgT8js2qNzymjDnVBeIirlaw2WjdOivPUcv6hmFAz9qeoySSVC3yak5K2j8Zw3FS8yVmfEURFAjzymdrdElTrkU-ABc6dQ01cgbXX459wmpkQXp3FttCaFrMUMSIqK3aasdajSdjtlXYOIVtznGX_zY5/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2Fda7a3790-330c-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2tk-j3CgQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1anuumO0kWAk-0GI0W3fCWJr_KQpqnh7MHQDXPpbBSg6aySB3csV_phj3QS1TWnljztywYHfmAR4DY44SvxsMa4p3fygisEcwL3yvp58w_YNB7rMCXwL9RTaorAdFVedP-muJ8hVwiixDnjgaD-xiaBVgqoltVoFTqqHpuQ7jBgT8js2qNzymjDnVBeIirlaw2WjdOivPUcv6hmFAz9qeoySSVC3yak5K2j8Zw3FS8yVmfEURFAjzymdrdElTrkU-ABc6dQ01cgbXX459wmpkQXp3FttCaFrMUMSIqK3aasdajSdjtlXYOIVtznGX_zY5/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2Fda7a3790-330c-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2tk-j3CgQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1anuumO0kWAk-0GI0W3fCWJr_KQpqnh7MHQDXPpbBSg6aySB3csV_phj3QS1TWnljztywYHfmAR4DY44SvxsMa4p3fygisEcwL3yvp58w_YNB7rMCXwL9RTaorAdFVedP-muJ8hVwiixDnjgaD-xiaBVgqoltVoFTqqHpuQ7jBgT8js2qNzymjDnVBeIirlaw2WjdOivPUcv6hmFAz9qeoySSVC3yak5K2j8Zw3FS8yVmfEURFAjzymdrdElTrkU-ABc6dQ01cgbXX459wmpkQXp3FttCaFrMUMSIqK3aasdajSdjtlXYOIVtznGX_zY5/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2Fda7a3790-330c-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2tk-j3CgQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/14EEBo6EwaizKqRVluJd_Lyh1CR0qdEsdKTqZmFSXRxR98TD08XIxt4ML60jg2i1S6k1SMM-n-p1ikWPx1XZKRHd33AIq6zELSiJS635VuhtWXlC8t84VMWbGhMZE-oix6Jtzd1oOhRSIhLI0fMkrGC-Fy-GM-8uaORBLqDAGf-s_YkdM0nRfeyeTJWJthPgQb4umTACRdhNAzhIisS6Zuk885-ct-O_pHYtWIwMjXQLvHTro-Z594zVcUBYTk-t02glJG4-SPmsYmz0JejSHqrXqQk0bVfzNyLcWhV4cLSuZ8J3RGuHcU5L7c7xcTVW9/https*3A*2F*2Fop.europa.eu*2Fen*2Fpublication-detail*2F-*2Fpublication*2F6a5f6dd4-3312-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1*2Flanguage-en*2Fformat-PDF*2Fsource-266436324__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!DOxrgLBm!GelogyML0Cy6-DOGY-GGzY_1U54I7W-93V9le6XJ9ONpAZ94fYwXQ9EnsNdJBGPbN3OmN_kdv5014UBYC0-DRdqLmj0YRJMdm2uoI7FGaQ$
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R&I funds for Bioeconomy 
Education 

HORIZON-JU-CBE-2025-CSA-01 Develop and deploy new curricula and 

knowledge exchange practices relevant to bio-based systems 

HORIZON-CL6-2025-03-GOVERNANCE-06: Strengthening and connecting 

bioeconomy networks
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